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Foreword 


This is an attempt to examine the evidence bearing 
on the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in order to 
establish responsibility for that disaster. 

It is not a brief for Admiral Kimmel or General 
Short, both of whom are unknown to,the author. Nor 
have I had any communication with either. It fre- 
quently happens that what is looked upon as a pro- 
found secret lies open to the.eye of any student who 
has the patience to examine with care the newspapers, 
the public reports and the testimonies of interested 
persons which appear in books and magazines. Bits of 
information meaningless in themselves when brought 
together serve to make a complete picture. This is all I 
have done. 1 have read the newspapers day by day 
since before the Atlantic meeting of Mr. Roosevelt 
and Mr. Churchill. I have read with care the official 
reports of Japanese-American relations published in 
three large volumes by the government. I have studied 
the Report of the Roberts Commission. I havé ‘read 
numerous magazine articles and books such as Ambas- 
sador Grew's Ten Years in Japan, Col. Allison Ind’s 
Bataan, the Judgment Seat and many others. In this 
material is to be found all the evidence necessary to 
make clear to the reader why Pearl Harbor and the 
Philippines were so helpless when the Japanese appeared 
over them on Dec. 7 and 8, 1941, and who was respon- 
sible for it. 

Joun T. Frynn. 


New York City, October 17, 1944. 


FOURTH PRINTING 


The Truth About Pearl Harbor 


” 
Jobn T. Flynn 


+7, 1941, Japan struck our base and fleet in Pearl Harbor, 
he the ‘American Paci Pet forall praca purposes 
Within 21 hours the Japanese struck at the Philippines, 
Guam and Malay 


‘knocked us out of the War {a 
the Pacific for the time bein the way was open to the 
Japanese to push their victories across the whole Southwest Pacific until 
‘within six months they bad conquered che Dutch and British East Indies, 
Indo-China and Malay perhaps the chet empl of raources a the 
‘world. Without any single exception in our hisory, Pearl Harbor was the 
"oon dinwtoun defeat ever wrod by American ‘arms. Practically all 
that as happened in the last two years in the Pacific, the great low of life, 
the immense destruction of materia, the blow to our prestige in 
the Orient 4nd the costly exertions which le before us, are traceable to that 
humiliating defeat In Pearl Harbor. 

‘Who iw resonable for i Someone In hgh auhoriy, holding dhe 
commission ‘American people in a critical hour, mishandled. that 
lust uppprd icile never before matched in all our 165 year of nacional life, 

“Thal President pt the United States has caused a finger to be pointed 
at two ‘culprits—Admital Husband £ Kimmel, Commander of 

Pacific Fleet, and General Walter C. Short, commanding the Army in 
aval “They were relieved of thee commands and ordted to ein 
tilent pending court martial ington proceeded to 
it would be harmful 0 the national safety to even discuss 


people ae cmd fo tow the name ofthe curt whe appalling neg 
te; inepitade and ignorance has been hidden hese It ewe Years. 
Ficrei propose o examine ths question. 
elo Peal Harbor the coutry waa divided on he imue of entering 
the war, I do not intend to revive that duc ow, for leelevane 
‘Once this county declared wat there was but one objective eld exenal 


destroyers, of lend-lease, convoying arms or repealing the Neutrality Act. 
I shall, rather, assuming all these steps were proper, look into the conduct 
of the’ war in the Pacific to determine only one question: Who was re- 
sponsible for the humiliating defeat at Pearl Harbor and the long, agoniz- 
ing destruction of our Army in the Philippines and the immense exertions 
and losses required to recover the vast empire of Pacific islands which fell 
to the Japffiese Re a result? 

‘The President as managed to plant in the public mind the following 
proposit Q 

1, That on December 7, the United States, being at peace, the Japanese 
made a sneak attack—stabbing us in the back. 

2. That at that very moment the United States was earnestly striving for 
peace. 

3. That in ample time, when peace hopes faded, the State Department 
warned the War and Navy Departments and these in turn warned 
the Commanders in Pearl Harbor that the Japanese might attack 
that base, 

4. That these commanders ignored the warnings, failed to take the 
proper measures of alert or defense and thus exposed the Pacific 
Fleet to destruction, 


Based on these propositions, a Commission headed by Justice Owen J. 
Roberts, after a brief investigation at Pearl Harbor, held Admiral Kimmel 
and General Short responsible for the defeat, But the War and Navy 
Departments have since refused resolutely to bring these two men to trial. 
Why? Danger of revealing important defense information to the enemy 
cannot be claimed now. Is it not rather for the purpose of withholding 
from the American people information essential to the defense of the men 
who are the real culprits? Let us examine all the facts to determine where 
the guilt lies, 


1 


When Did America Go to War? 


‘The first proposition is that on December 7, 1941, this country was at 
peace. Being at peace our guard was down. Out of a clear sky Japan, 
without warning, struck us at Pearl Harbor—stabbed us in the back. 

Before Pearl Harbor there had been much debate about whether we 
were at war and whether or not we should go to war, But surely no man, 
now looking honestly at the picture of those days, will say we were at peace. 
We had of course declared war on no one and no one had declared war on 
us, But the day of declared war is somewhat in the past. But let us see 
what we were actually doing in the two years preceding Pearl Harbor. 

When Germany invaded Poland, and Britain and France declared war 
on Germany, our sympathy went out with equal fullness to Poland, France 
and Britain, We began by selling arms to Britain and France, which we 
had aright todo. We refused under our Neutrality Law, however, to deliver 
these arms to them. While we thus aided them greatly no one could 
call that-war, Then came the fall of France in May, 1940. At this point 
the’ President made available to the British 500,000 Enfield rifles which were 
the bf the American Army, some plines and some 75's, together 
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ie and approved 
Germany, however ju 


because Britain was openly and admitedly at war with Germany. But when 
ss Apap ot at arm aig ht al va wa 
The freaden horn, col amit tee Coe ad ot de 
lured wer anid he naturlly could not admit what he was doing or concede 
{ts igicance, In fct he denied. When a fer reported 
thatthe Navy was Convoying Brits shipy, the Presiden) publicly ‘ald 
in “eae” When the Predent al hat, eNaat oure ha he 
Navy vas convoying ships and that the Feporter wat fing the truth. 
truth eame out later only last year, when the Navy by‘ Order ‘No, 190, 
Alvected the ising of awards of ribbons to men In the Navy, Marine and 
{Goan Guard who had been In “actual combat” with Geran submarines 
STelore December 7, 194." Moreover on Aprit 29, 1944, W. Ac Crumley, 
{aroous naval reporter of the London Express, writing’ of the death of 
Secreary Frank ‘Knox, wail! "The full extent of oUF debt to. Colonel 
Knox has not ye been vloved but itcan be sald that American warships 
treremultng Atlantic convoys as early at March, 741, elght month be/ore 
Pear! Harbor." 

“The Inevitable Femlt ofthis, of course, was dt leveral American shi 
Inciding naval veoely, were torpedoed or sunk.” One of these wa the 
{Greer On September 11, 1911, the President announced 


The U. 8. Destoyer Greer, proceeding in fll daylight toward 
tend had reached spot talent ot rend Se wae ty 
ing American ma to Icland. She wa ying the America fg. Her 
idtatsy as an American ship war unmisakeable. She was then and 
there auacked by a rubinatine” Germany admis 1 was x submarine” 


Now the public amumed from ths watement that thie destroyer was 

ingot psa non, tiging alo Ameria iy 
ccland when she was deliberately atacked by a submarine, ‘The truth 
came outa Ite later ina letter from the Navy to the Senate Naval Afars 
Commie. “The Greer was gong to Teeland to American soldiers billeted 
there with the Brith army. “A British patrol plane found a submarine en 
tales from the Greer. ‘The Greer pot on spect tnd pursued the sub. The 
tubmarine fed. "The Greer erowded I, brosdcasting {ts positon to the Brit 
{th Navy. A Brith plane appeared and dropped four depth bombs on the 
tub, wile the Greer continued to crow for three hours and 28 minutes, 
before the submarine turned and fred at the Greer. ‘The Greer then 
tached with its guns. This wat war, Charles Hurd, Times corespondent, 
“alledstcntion to the fact on November 9 tha the Greer wat not the only 
Such lacident “There was alo the cae of the Kearny and the Reuben 
Tomes. He wrote that information bad come belatedly that “in all three 
auc, the destroyers were hunting the tubmarines—the Greer 10 report 
wrete one lay andthe other destroyers mam actual efort to destroy them” 
WW. Averill Harriman, the Presidents persona agent in London, aid Novens 
ber 2h; "The U. 8 Navy ls shooting Germans—Getman submarines and 


“The\ President's Mificulty arose from the fact that he was waging & 
foreign Yar-while'dt the same time assuring the people that he was not, 
and would not take them into war, But men like Herbert Agar, editor of 
the Louiville Courier-Journal, an ardent New Dealer and ® leader in one 
of the war committees, caustically reproached the President for making these 


seapalt 


Hi 


pretenses when in fact the Lend-Lease Bill was an act “to enable im to 


Fenduct an undeclared war on Germanys 
i'ma be conde tht the resented not dl ha he wa 


making war beat the country wal retrog ha oppston to wat 
in all the polls. Yet we were in fact at war andi ‘was not until tong 
tiver Peart Harbor thatthe people Doan to ear and reaie the true 
‘We had beeh at war-aooting war—tor'any monits bore Pet! Harbor 
Mr. Avtar Salaberge,publter ofthe New York ‘Times devoted to the 
Presidents war poly, in a spech lax yar “tam not one of hte who 
believed that we entered te wa Beaune ve were tached at Pal Harbor, 
bat nt we wee auache at Perl Harbor beau we wee are ta the 
wa." Indeed In Washington today the man who would sy i Informed 
Scie chat wed mo enter the war unl Peal Harbor woul! be roundly 


ed at 

“Efe tnmplon, herr, tat on Deer 7 hls country vas ina 
sate of peace tnd wat therefore tn condion where i coud pend. 
peat kn stack wey without foundation, 


" 
The Managed Crisis 

But what of Japan? ‘The Preiient, adding the Congres the day 
steer Pearl Harbor id, teertig to Japani “The United Sates war at 
peace with that nation, and atthe woiclation of Japan, wa ail conver: 
on wich its government and Ks Emperor lodkng toward the maine: 
anc peace he acc The vel han nt ye en halite ay 
the diplomatic and siiary to the Japanese American war, But 
nough i now known 1 rity iar evn dea 

“japan atacked China Joly 7, 1967. Up ta January, 1940, thi 
sci retained rom any oni incon. that war The Sante 


Tete todo aha. "He was gravely eicad foe volatng te lav. Te bas 
fesse ht bed nt frail or seal tec nul thea 


iave been impomible for vt to send any aid to Chiea. Actually we were 
ig ar or ado apn than oC 08 we et Chia goth 
{othe value of $55,600,000 while we exported to Japan goods vale at 
fei. "We di acy eae 1 eval ue 
Iramense quantides of fron and wap and il and otber marine with 
ieee othe atin Cina sd propre heel for vat with 
Ui ‘The government sent is sympathy 10 (China and: wxap ion te 
fire ie ntl al Tl oe ei ey nee 
er ta our pveten allel a yumi inet 


ought Ching and japan witha the obi of the Anglo-German 
raps ca fll leat he cece wi 


cutting her vast Asiatic empire adrift. The 
France's hold upon her important colony of Indo-China. 


in the embargo, Japan would have to seiae the Indies and this 
‘mean war with Britain, and probably, the United States, 
September, 1940, Japan entered the Rome-Berlin-Tokio Axis, 
‘Through this alliance she got: (I). An from 
declare war on the United States if Japan and the United States went 
(@). She induced Germany to exert pressure upon Vichy to allow 
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Unbelerable. 1 would not dare to dvb them they 
beyond cal by the olla documents recently made’ public for all to 
reat” Here are the fact 

‘On December 14 191, after Japan had gotten an agreement from Vichy 
to ener Indo-China, Ambasmador Joneph ©. Grew in Toto wrote tong 
lever to President Roonevelt. Being told Groton and 
fei privileged to write him over the bead of 
fatrened him a» "Dear Frank In alter of great clark and tact 
Outlined the picture of affairs inthe Ee He tld the 
that afer eight years “Aiplmacy as been 
eK ema and tht eu ro a 
bys typhoon, wth ile or noth to show 
Keadr he mad, coul 


the principal question at iaue is whether i to our adoenage (0 have 
that show it later’ 


fg Jpn now san at, wile sere na cance tatoo vigor may 
force change of Japanese policy 
“Fh eur ibe rela ade att and ore nae, an anor 
which the people of the United States knew nothing about. He began it 
Teter: "DetrJosf find mel fn desided agreement with your concusons.” 
Tut Roosevelt went much further than Grew. ‘The Ambassador had 
fested that perhaps the interns of England might dicate at we avold 
far with Japan now becane it migh handicap Britain, Roosevelt bres 
ihe much mor need yh he ac 
Japan on the Bavt Indies und Malay might deprive Hngland of supplies 
yeEtedpi Germany. He wa lear tat fopan she be wha 
ound eft we could no ny down bard and fast plans bute eft 0 
dloube tate adapted fully Me, Gres war now” poy. See Ten Yeart 
in Japan by Joneph Grew (154), page 389 ets 

Fo (hit moment—anunty 2, 18i1—when the Peidene wrote that 
ewer the die war cat “The President bad decide with Grew, that Wat 
with Japan wat inevitable that we 
Now subject tothe exigencies ofthe wl 
proceed with vigorous means against Japa 
Surselves wth the expectation of moving “short of wat’ 

“This dechion secaed to quicken the whole tempo of the President’ 
war plans A fey weeks later he asked Congress pais the Lend Lease 
Tint Having decided on war with Japan all of the Presidents act after 
that become fly under ndable 

‘Thin government began at once (0 incre {is presute on Japan, 
Japan sec to pertivg ihe She now had to mae up het mind eter 
tolappease Mr. Rooreelt or face war, War with America would mea that 
the woul be cut off rom the supplieo crap ion oll and other materials 
2h ad ac etn rom uh Bg hit She, wat lak or che 
ftmterial chewberein the Dutch Haw Toes 1m July therefore Japan 
took complete military conuol of Indochina.” President Rooseelt hme 
‘lately retaliate by fering all Japanese asts—#13000,000 of thesia 
the United States and thus ending trade with Japan. Descbing this, Wal 
ter Lippmann si 


“This vat a declaration of economie war. Along with the other 
economic and miliary meavure taken atthe de by Australia, the 
‘Netberlands, and Great Brain, fe was what the Japanese called 
‘hn aut Japanese encirclement palicy’” 

“The preceding month—June—n American politcal adviser was named 
by Chiang Kaishek, Americans were sent co reorganie the wale on the 
Burma Read. Mout serious of al, General Chennault of the United Sate, 
‘Army, took to China a miniber of American Army aviators who were al 
toe tes tom the Uni States Army wo ane with he Chine 
trmy—Amertan pilots fighting Japan dlgulsed as Chinese soldiers 
Prelacn waa scully sending Armen enforcement io. China, at 
he went reinforcements tothe Brits in Teelands Alter the fezing ordet 
fn American miliary mission under BrigadierGeneral McGruder was sent 
to China 

Tn August, immediately following all chia, Roosevelt and. Churchill 
roel inthe Aandc at the conference from which emerged the Atlantic 


Charter. But the conference was not calle to frame a charter, ts chiet 
ole mas toda the cming war apt Jan. What happened there 
hat been revealed in a White Howeispired volume called “How War 
Game” by Ernest Lindley and Forest Davis. Churchill wished 19 meet the 
ime heaton. He asked the President, a the British, Dutch, Australians 
had repeatediy betought this government before, “ta join tn an ulimative 
declaration to Japan, an adtted provocation of war." Other powers tn 
the Pace had been urging that the Alles eablih a deadline in the 
Pace serving notice upon Japan that 30 far and no farther should she go. 
‘The Army and Navy wanted more time to prepare. ‘The President asked 
Chorchill_wouldn't we be beter off in three months? Churchill 
feluctanly. "Leave Ye to me," aid the President, "T think 1 cam baby 
them along for thee months.” Bist Churehill thought an ulimatum would 
force Japan to halt. But Roovevelt had other plans. 

When Churchill eft the Adantle Conference he felt he had completly 
won his point. In a speech in Parliament January 28, 1042, he sad: "It 
hha been the policy of the Cabinet at all cots to avold embroiiment with 
Japan wnt we were sure the United Stats would aio be engaged «On 
ithe other hand the probability, since the Atlantic Conference at which I 
ditused these maters with President Rootevl, that the United Sates, 
ven f not herself attached, would come Into the war in the Far Bast and 
thus make the Gal victory assured, seemed to allay some of the anxieties 
and that expectation har ot een foiied by events” 

‘Bot something ele had happened in the world. Hitler declared. war 
on the Soviet Union and invaded Rusia, This was a blow of the frst 
magnitude to Tokio. Matnioks, the Foreign Minister responsible for 
‘Tokyo's entry into the Axi, found hinelt in dggrace.. The cabinet of 
Prime Miniser Konoye wat divolved to get rid of Matsuoka and those 
‘who had aupported him. "The advantages which ‘Toko ad sought from 
the Asin alliance were now lot. Germany, ava partner In Asia, engaged in 
the vast enterprise of defeating Russia wan enormously reduced in eal. 
‘The defeat of Briain and the Uscltion of her Astle emplte now became 
more visionary. And with America practially committed tothe war in an 
Alliance with Bitain and Rosia, Japan's whole sratege structare fell 
About her ears Japan's nuppies of sel, ron, ol, ehemfeals anda whole 
Catalogue of eweatat materials were eut of Fier foreign trade was ruined. 
‘Amabatador Grew wrote that Japan faced bankruptey. 

“The American policy of Vigorous action ‘which had 10 Title chance of 
avoiding war, now, due 1o the foly of Hitler in attacking Russia, became 
fkdenly almont rucenfl. On September 6, another incient then hidden 
trom the American people and revealed only recently, occurred—as im 
portant as Roosevelt decion in January to mate war, 

“The Japaneie Prime Minister Ronoye on that day invited the American 
“Ambatsador Grew to dinner atthe house ofa friend” "There, witha frank. 
‘ews which astonised the American Ambatador, he revealed the plight of 
hi country and bis minitry.‘The whole story Is told in the State Depart 
ment publication ened "War and Peace” containing all the document 
covering he egos beeen the Unie Sates and Japan. and In 
‘Ambanscor Grews “Ten Years In Japan." They are too voluminows to 
include here but they are open tothe student who wishes to check on this 
Account. Out of thtt conversation and several subsequent ones between 
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4 porition to control, and he was committed to the success of the conversa- 
tions in Washington. Even after Tojo's appointment Mr. 
that fe was the current belief among Japanese leaders that 
‘atloning armed forces at certain strategic points in China could be gotten 
‘over. At this moment ih the Renoye cabin, wat 
far from satisfied with the Té ‘She resented the negotiations 
‘polng on in Washington a¢ an unfriendly act to here. 
‘Why did the President refuse to do anything toward even testing the 
ities of peace in the Konoye propoml? In view of the fact that the 
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ret which they had woven around chemeelver before they made that 
effort. 


ot by thi tne the neptton were blog shaped by he Predent 
and've had made op Me isd tees tna hee Jap ome 
Plan abject render oro mas var on her. The af nerendr be 
Ered wa ot bemanly penile when wee sous eve of ts 
‘Saracro the pence! Ambesater Grew sewed Bed Ci 
son thatthe gtcroment would minal ox tae webct 


‘iemply var 

in diplomacy. If that fails, the President must decide whether or not 

can objectives justify war, and the Ambassador believes that the govern. 

men has made the Ievoable, the ffl decision that wat nf 
‘Bot he goes 


warned thatthe idea “iat war would be probably averted dough there 
ii be tne riko vary, enc imping rae cnc 
metas (yam uncertain pod which to 
Satire Used attpiiey ete te 


‘But the President rejected this counsel. 1s 1 follow the 
tus acenerof the negotations in Washgion, It ls clear that Japan Wan 


‘ongronted with the alternative of maki wih ws oF going to war 
‘againse the Duieh pray I 


od he ih andprohdy bringing at of of 
TMs forale or aeumert ofthe Clon Air uidacory tow oe 
tives ou wich woul eve ber few ae of berated ga 
tts of honor a preaige an this formals se was wing 10 yeh 
I'he Unked Stave wosld ene shipment to her.” On our pa re 

‘pelt deans on er wo al, on Naveber 2 
Lefie to Nomurs and Kuru tel Jocument to 
ice lated negates belre the ack It wa an ll 
saa and wool datum ie demanded euheva 
Of all opens force fom tndlChina, th witha of a lary fore, 
{fom Chas fhe outight recogulion ofthe Changing goverment, the 
ovation ofall exteterranal igh i Chine an Japan's renuncaion 
other ety of alance wh the dat power 


‘THIS WAS AN ULTIMATUM. "The Japanese so consilered it. Mr. 
‘ult considered i such as he advised the Atmy and Navy om delivering 

‘hat noyotiationy were ended, The British Ambassador Halilax cou 
sidered ic such and said om hearing oft the matter now passed into the 
Hanus of te any anil Navy. 
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‘The simple fact is that after Mr. Hull handed the Japanese Ambassador 
‘his ultimatum of November 26, that episode was ended. Mr. Roosevelt and 


Wl nt wed or opin aac Mr. Rearend 
Hui bleed they ha joe cri of maserpee ae 
Romeeit bevel we were rely for that ett Knox ansouned 
"The Navy ety" oot tive wes eee Pes Harbor 8 iin 
{vied Senator eal on hat, ew othe withdrawal 020 may 


Sarships trom the Pace to the Atlan, whether or 
‘Ste him thatthe Navy bad suliclent sength to tackle Japan. Me. 
Know smured hie that af was vy weal dean up the 
Jspunene Nany in afew week chat the ealy thing be fated wat that i 
trout oof and iden tat we eld nt get ati and i tha 
Ieroult take le longer. "Senator Pepper looked upon at x White 
Nowe mpotesman, ha sid in the Senate May 
“at we wl the law hich now the rei 
ot Aneta na ih the Cine 
‘Army, and let Chiang Kalabek-> have the advantage of some gallant 
American boys athe controls af some fracas American bombing 
planes ity of hem, in my opinion com make shambles ot of Takio® 


‘This represented the attitude in the administration. The strange notion 
that the job was one for a few planes and a few swift blows by our Navy 
permeated the thinking of the administration. In the midst of the nego- 
tiations which ended so disastrously, the same Senator Pepper told reporters 
tia be would “Draw a Hine and warm chem, (he fa that M they ron 
it there will be shooting” (N.Y. Times, October 19, 1941). 

‘The President did not have any notion that he was stepping into 40 ter- 
rible a war. He had assured Americans that he would not take American 


the Germans to shoot fit 


last been completed. Yet he has not acted because he hopes to drive 
in 


incident. No man can doubt the German high command will do every- 
thing pouible to avoid shooting frst.” 

‘The writers explained that the President felt himself checked by his 
‘many promises to stay out of war. “He does not feel he can openly violate 
them. But he can get around them the ‘smart wey.’" This, they explain, 
is wy to provoke the Germans tg shoot at uk “Then the President can 
start “shooting back." "He was following the same plan with Japan. 

“The President had now steered the negotiations with J 
point where he would get his incident. The Agmy and Navy had a plan 
‘which was to be put into execution the moment Japan attacked but 


ot before. OF cours, i was never supped hat Japan would atack as 
the dd After dhe ultimatum was and to Karsh which wa to free 
Jépan lwo an overt ac Mr, Robvele went to Warm Spring fo  hliay. 
‘The news of Japante naval and trop movements lr on compelled bn 
tortura rom he oman othe Whi lo and he Sa 

partment were spoof intense expectancy forthe blow on Malay ot 
Sm oe Singapore or the Dutch Bax Inder ot perhaps. Guam ot better 
All he Philippines, which would be the cowuraon o the ret gate 
Ot ipo Meay, Rose nd ul, he at eran and weed 
forthe grad “wurprive” ee certalny otto much ts hat he supeie 
they wilted fr uri them very teh 

“ili ta well Known bere and Boron. Only recenly Olver Lede, 
ich Mini of Producto adreniog © gaering Ameen te 
London si “Japan was proved Into aching America a Peal Harbor, 
Wise travesty htry ever toy that Amerie va forced nt the wo* 
Mr. Hull prfcted ago this and Mr Lyeton wat compelled to make 
2lae reaction, Bat tht I what be wld.» And, ofcourse, he ape the 


(of course Mr. Roosevelt wanted the Japanese to strike frst. 
inuligent wrote, “That would have the etect of uniting ll 
in fact it did, He would have been a fool to deprive him 


‘Americans a 
‘ell of the moral effect of this maneuver. But, baving done it it fs now 


Iinpouible to exape ts inevit cncen He wanted to provoke 
Japan to attach, ‘ute utterly and’ pitifully misunderstood the aresy 
atatacs to which he ex outty. He certainly never looked fot. 
Sh tack which would kil 8000 Americans and Anockthe American Navy 
find Army"out ofthe war bn a day, and force-us to the long and tereb 
itch baker ce innumerable hl aeping one ofthe Pace 

A the los of so many men and v0 much material and prestige. 


mm 
‘The Warnings That Went to Hawaii 

We have now seen that the President in Washington was conducting a 
vear ain Germany, though no declaration of war had been made ahd 
ths ea, Me Eippnn pt declared econo war Japan” 
while American Army fiers digused In Chinese uniform were bombing 
Japanese troops and! American ships were ferrying. armaments 10 the 
Giince armen” These were strmishes preceding the grand wale attack. 

We bv sn that he Peden Bad died on aout war wh Jpn 
but that he was maneuvering Japan into & postion to attack few and that 
te wucecded tn thin That attack came om December 7 a Peat Harbor, 
the’ Philippines, Guam, Malay and other points. We have, seen that the 
President went before the American people and Congres sind dedared 
that we bad been "surprised and that Japan had struck while we were 
‘engaged in an efot to prodice peace inthe Pacite. ‘The appalling sae 
tie gerne Saed oon Ania! Kina and Gra Sr 
‘commana Peart Harbor, on they were not on guard 
fn sack sbout whi they had received ample Warning. 


Firat ofall it most be undertod that as soon asthe astounding nature 
of the defeat was known in Washington, thre was a very general hustling 
by everyone in authority trom the President down to. provide themclvet 
wih appropriate allo. "One ofthe ft to come up with one was Mr. Hull 
‘The Robert Report dectared that for months Mr. Fall repeatedly dlacussed 
the American Japanese negotiations with the Secretaries of War and Navy 
tnd the Council of War at which the Army Chiet of Saf! and the Naval 
Chet ot Operations were present, He Insists that he constantly hep the 
Secretary of the Navy informed of the progre of the negotiations. Then 
fon November 24 hr. Hull reported to them that "surprise aggressive 
‘ovement In any direction by the Japanese was a posi 

‘Now, of cours, this is suppose to completely relieve Ni, ull of al 

vii. ‘The negotiations had been going ot for many months. ‘They 
hada way of leaping into the papers and then dying out. In the lat hall 
of November the arrival of Kursu gave them a new and sensational tra. 

is warning ir supponed to reveal ia Me. Hull x profound Inight into 
the course of thogs to ome. ‘What Mr, Hull ol the Army and Naty chiels 
we cn oly smi Ie was under by the Army and Ray ha the 
Mego had een ited by Japan, ne by ws. ‘The Japanese envoys 
hat been tryog to persuade Roosveltto.end the embargo again Japan 
10 that abe could once again buy supplies here. "The diction turned, In 
vey Kary manner and in ey vat fers, the ondions on 
tehich thi might be done. But Rr. Hil never until the Tas gave to the 
Jupanese any specie cnditons. Around the lat hall of November fe was 
emery unertood in Atay and Navy circles thatthe negoitions would 
Probably “bresk down” “Beaking down meant to everyone, Including 
the high command, tat Japan nol lt et any concn fom wh 
What would she do then? “That seemed clear enough. She would sl the 
Dutch Bast Indies for esental materials, She hat occupied Ted China 
for that purpose asa bite from which to move on the Dutch Eas dls 
‘The general asumption, then, was that when negotaions broke down, 
Japan would then go fs into "Thaland and then to the Dutch East Inde 
Such an atc would mean war with Blain and perhapa the United Seater 
Ie would not bea direc atack om them, but only onthe Dutch I Jaan hit 
Thailand and then atacked the Dutch Indies, Britain and the United 
States could then choowe the time and the manner and the spot at which 
they would strike. For this purpose Malay and Singapore for the riih 
tnd the Philippines for the United Sates were baer ofthe apremest 
orc. Jape might ake one of wo cure. She might onto Thailand 
Ed again’ the Dutch Bas indies rectly hoping ona faint chance that the 
Unite States and Britain would stay out of the war. Or she might asume 
tat they wold cme in ad atemp o Lock ther ot of th wo reat. 
bse ae ou man hat Jan gh bein th an atc on 
Singapore or Northern Malay oron the Philippines "This Is what ending 
the negotiations mest, 

What the Army did not know uni the lit minute, if at all, was that we 
ad not merely reused Lo yield Yo Japan's plea ora retumption of relation, 
but ‘that the’ President by November 24 had decided TO. ISSUE AN 
ULTIMATOM to Japan to lay down imperious conditions to her—condi- 
tiont which meant peace or wer He did ot tell her merely that we would 
ot do Buine with her he tad her to get out of China, out of indo China 
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‘of War and Navy, wax withheld trom the people Mr: Rooreelt who bad 
fuhorie k, went of ona vacation vo Warm Springs abe a not the 
tightest intention of adding to the turmoil of the world. 

‘Whatever the Secretaries of the War and Navy knew, what, we must atk, 
{in all fairnes, did they communicate to Admiral Kimmel and General Short 
in Hawai? What were Admiral Kimmel and General Short told about 
the satae ofthe ca? What were he tld aboot the pouty of wt 
tack on Hawaii? What were they told to do and what did they do that was 
{in violation of their orders? Let ws see. 


A. Warnings on the Crisis ! 

‘The contents of the warnings given to Kimmel and Short are all out- 
lined in the report of the Roberts to that 
‘on October 16 the War and Navy Departments advised Kimmel and 
‘that changes had taken place in the Japanese Cabinet—the fall of Konoye— 
and that thefe was a pouibility of war between Japan and Rusia, and, 
posibly, Britain and the United States. Now of course Kimmel and Short 
didn’t need to be “advised” of the fll of the Konoye Cabinet. It was in all 
the papers for everybody to tead. 

November 24, 1941, the Che of Neval Operation wired Kimi, x 

ing doubt of a favorable outcome of the negotiations in Washin 

‘Army Chief of Staff concurred in the dispatch. This followed Hull’ 
‘announcement of this fact to the eabinet just before be ised his 
‘ulimacum, 

November 27, the Army Chief of Staff informed the Gen- 
‘ral at Havaii “that the negotiations with Japan scemed to be ended with 
Mie elibood of thir resumption” "The sume day the ineligence De 

sie 
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B. Warnings on Points of Attack 

I have said chat immediately alter Pearl Harbor all the 
authorities got bury with their alibis. Mr. Hull was the firs. Mr. 
‘was next. He made it known that on January 21, 1941, he had written a 
Jeter to the Secretary of War saying that “Hf war eventuates with Japan it 
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the feet and Japanese troop movements beyond that as the re 
spony of Fer Eades una Wed nance even, which would 
feport to Washington, which in torn would Keep Kimmel and shore In 
formed of hou preparations that bad to begin thouunds of miles away 
from Hawa 

‘Now what information was being vent to the Admiral and General at 
Havall trom Washington as to the pone ftentons of the Japanese in 
the Paci 

November 24 the Navy advised Admiral Kimmel of the posibilty of 
4 supe agen monement in any ieton by the Jape” Tis 
dea after geting Hulls notice that negotatons were probably at an end. 
Bur the menage contained a sry important modification. Ie warn that 
“a trprse aggreive movement fn any direction by the Japanese, including 
‘ah atach om the Philippine or Guam, wan a ponsbiiye! 

November 27, the Army noted General Short “that Jopanese action 
war unpredicable, tat howites on the part of Japan were momentary 

"November 27 (ame day) she Che of Naval Operations wired Kime! 
thatthe "dupatcl war to be considered a war wating that negotalone 
twee ended hat Japan wa expected to make to agqrenive move within 
thevnent few day that an arophiblows expedition against the Philippines, 
‘Thailand or the Kaw Pn poubly Bornes was Indicated by the 
umber and equipment of Japanese troops and the organization of the 
aval tak Tores™ All these indented pouble aacks were aga points 
{hous of ails from Hawa 

November 80, the Chel of Naval Operations wire to the Commander: 
InChiel of the Asate Flet—in the Far ast, at leat $60 rales from 
Hawall—that Japan was about to Inunch an atiack on the Ktaw Inns, 

etn the Chie ofthe Axle Fleet 0 do certain scouting but to 

{old the appearance of aching, ad xcopy of thn dispatch was sent to 
mel at Hawai 

December I: On this day the Division of Naval Totlligence ied a 
secral bulletin ened "Japanese Naval Situation,” sy 


“Deployment of Naval forces to the Southward is indicated clearly 
that extentve preparations are under way for Hoxie At the sxe 
time trop transport and freighters are pouting continously down 
trom Japan and Northern China coat ports headed South for French 
Tndo-Ghine and Formonsn ports, 

“Present movements to the South appear to be cased out by small 
indivdea! nit, but the ongaiation an extensive tik. ore, now 
Setntelydndiated, wll probably take sharper form jn the next few 
aye "To date this sk force under the comoand ofthe Command 
inGhe, wand fet, appears to be sebdvided nto two major tak 
forces, one concentrating off the Southeast Antic Coan tho eter in 
the mandate, 

“Hach conaituer a ong sriking force of heavy and igh cruisers, 
tunic ofthe combined lr force, destroyers and ruben sqearne, 
‘Although one division of batcsips ao ray be amigned, tbe major 
GBpltal ship rrengh remaina tn home water as well a the grestere 
pation of the eles” 
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How would you sate the prospect now? 


‘A: Ics conceivable thatthe Japancse will move aggressively at any 


‘time. 


Q: In what direction? 
South and West through Indo-China, possibly to the Indies and 
Burma. 

Q: Won't they need a million men for such an enterprise? 

A: fear that with 250,000 they can overrun Indo-China and Burma. 


‘A week or so earlier an unnamed official was reported as saying: “War is 
expected, but war aimed only obliquely at us in Southeastern Asia, in Siam 
or Malaya and not directed the heart of our power in the Pacific.” 
‘This “unnamed official” was later identified as Sumner Welles, the Under- 
Secretary of State and much closer to the White House thant even Mr. Hull 
at that time. ‘The same notions were nursed in Singapore and Australia 
A dispatch to the Times from Singapore December 5, said: 


“The Japanese’ next move is likely to be in Thailand, well-informed 
sources here believe. An attack on Malay or the Philippines is not 
ruled out entirely, but recent activities in Indo-China are thought to 
point more in the direction of Thailand than anywhere else. Compe- 
tent observers here maintain that logic is against Japanese attack on 
British, Netherlands or American territory though they do not contend, 
such an attack is entirely improbable.” 


‘And from Melbourne on December 7, the day of Pearl Harbor, came a 
dispatch saying the official view is that Japan is just feeling around to see 
tow far ae can ge without provoking war with Bren, the Netherlands, 
the United States and Austra 

‘To sum it all up, the wise men in Washington felt that Japan was going 
to attack somewhere, that she was probably going to attack Thailand from 
Indo-China and possibly the Netherlands Indies. ‘They felt there was an 
‘outside chance that she might attack Malay. ‘The State Department thought 
the might attack Malay, Thailand or even the Philippines. But that there 
‘would be an attack of any kind on Hawaii did not enter their heads. 

Of this there cannot be the slightest doubt. All of the messages sent to 
Kimmel and Short were sent by high administration chiefs in Washington 
who were convinced that there was not the slightest danger of an attack 
on Pearl Harbor. ‘Their messages necessarily carried that conviction to 
Kimmel and Short themselves. The mesiages sent were for the purpose of 
advising thete men, commanders of an important outpost in the Pacific, 
that war was imminent, but “war aimed only obliquely at the United States 
through Indo-China and the Dutch East Indies and possibly Malay” and if 
at the United States at all, then at the Philippines. They were the warn- 
ings vent to every commander everywhere inthe world that war was inthe 
offing and to be on their guard. Against what? We will see what Wash- 

had in mind in a moment. But here we must observe that there 
‘eannot be the slightest doubt that, from the President down, an attack on 
Hawaii was not considered a remote possibility. 

‘The best evidence of this is the authentic and semioffcial account of 
how the news of the Pearl Harbor attack came to the White House. ‘The 
tory is told by Ernest K. Lindley, a White House pipeline columnist, and 
Forrest Davis in their book “How War Came.” 

‘On Sunday, December 7, the President was in his study eating his dinner 


from stay. He had worked hard all eck, On Sunday he secluded hin 


have been anyone of alter 


Inge moveneot ef Jpanu anspor to be 
den fi te Empedt wou esta the wat partys “tn 
Author, “there Nad benno warnings Ta ae at Sudo, Dace 
Ser te dy of Pear ary the ree ere ad bch na varaing 
Of a immient stack svete epprench of rnsport tower the Gul 
Sia reat 4000 fe om Peed Harb 


“The White House, therefore, was, like the country, at peace” the aus 
thors tell us. The President's sal was wattered. But most incredible of al: 
sur sign had been confidently placed on the Presidents 
“The President had literally olated himself, leaving orders 
ve was not to be disturbed, that his telephone was not to be rung. At 
Secretary Knox, who had just received the news of the attack, attempted 
to reach the President by phone, He had dificulty inducing the operator 
to aall the President. When Knox got to the President, be cold him: "Mr, 
President, it looks like the Japanese have attacked Pearl Harbor, « . .* 
‘The President's answer, as Lindley and Davis describe it, was startled: 
“NOI” ‘They record thatthe President expected war, but not that week-end, 
He never supposed the attack when it came would be at "the heart of 
United States sea-power, If war did come, he assumed, along with 182 
million other Americans, it would break first in Siam, the East Indies or 
‘the Malay Peninsula.” “The statement is extraordinarily revealing, The 
President thought the war would come in the Far East 4,000 miles trom 
Peat! Harbor and 182 million other Americans thought the same thing. If 
they did it was because the President and his subordinates had led them to 
boelleve that. And among the 182 million other Americans who got that 
impression or rather definite advice were Admiral Kimmel and General 
Short and that advice they got from the President and his subordinates. 

[The sum ofall hiss that the President and his Army and Navy ere 
taries completely miscalculated the problem which faced them. ‘They went! 
‘wrong on the time and on the place and misled everybody connected with, 
them, including their Commanders in Hawai. ‘They went wrong on the 
violence of the attack and its character, And they went wrong utterly on 
the strength of the Japancie Navy and Army. were wrong—from 
‘beginning to the end. And baying gone wrong, having given an ultimatum, 
to Japan which precipitated the attack before they were ready to meet it, 
they went to work immediately to shoulder the blame upon men who, after 
being indicted, were silenced, while the President, his columnists, hit 
sooges, his Cabinet chiefs went {0 work to alibi themselves and load upon 
these wo helpless officers the odium of their guilt. 

Not only did the President and his advisers go wrong on all this, but 
they were directly responsible for the arrangements in Pear! Harbor which 
sade erally pow for Kimmel or Shor to properly defend thee 
‘positions. In other words, both Kimmel and Short, in practically all chat 
they did, obeyed to the leter the orders from Washington. ‘This we shall 
now see. 


C. Did Kimmel and Short Disobey Orders? 
We have sen what Washington told Kimmel and Short about the nature 


of the criss and what Washlogson looked fox as to the time and place of 
attack. Let us now see what Kimmel and Short did about and 
whether or not they obeyed any orders ot neglected anything thing at Washing. 


ton expected them toda which might have nverted the dlaster 
Early in 1941 Kimmel and Short made a survey of the situation with 
reference to the defense of Pearl Harbor and made a plan of defense. This 
pith the Roberts Report held to be adequate had i ben put at execaton, 
Jado ts plan Guverel Short wes respite le te Sonaee 

‘and for reconnaisance on the island of Oahut and for patrolling the coast to 


AL planes, penetrated an area 
twenty miles from the shore le was his duty to Geter tem. “Of course 8 
plane azving ata point twenty mile fom he ld 

Pearl Harbor in ten minutes, 10 that Short could not be held respon- 
sible on this score. “Admiral Kimmel was not responsible for the defense of 
the island from attack save that, ifthe fleet were present, it would aid with 
its equipment to whatever extent necesary. But Admiral Kimmel was re- 
sponsible for distance reconnaisance covering an area around the island of 
seven or eight hundred miles 

In the event of the plans called for three types of readiness, 
toown as Alert No.1, Alert No and Alert No.8. 

‘Alert No. 1 is “an alert against sabotage and uprising islands 
with no threat from withowt” 

‘Alert No. 2 is “applicable to a condition more serious than condition 
No. 1. Security against attacks from hostile subsurface, surface and air- 
craft, in addition to defense against acts of sabotage’ and uprising is 
provided.” 

Alert No. $ “requires occupation of all field positions by all units, pre- 
pared for maximum defense of Oahu and the Army installations on outlying 
islands.” 

When Short received his first warning of coming danger, November 24, 
he put into effect Alert No. I “against sabotage and uprising within the island 
vith no threat from without.” Sinee all the messages, a we have already 
seen, related to posible movements places in Asia from three to 
foe Uuod mbes avty toms Hatait Geseal Sart couaed tat se 
emergency called for Alert No. 1. Hawaii had a very large Japanese 
intion and the powbiliey of sabotage against American installations fh the 
vent of war with Japan een on some dant scene was a serious one. Gen- 
‘eral Short notified his superiors in Washington that he had put into effect 
Alert No. 1. 

‘On November 27 Admiral Kimme! got a from the Na 
hiny es vell ws commander a other bey te te spproprts mesons 
‘goinst sabotage. This was shown to General Short. The same day, Gen- 
eral Short, who had been ordered to report what measures he was taking, 
‘wired Washington describing everything he had done, including the order- 
ing of Alert No. 1. He specifically stated that he had “alerted his com- 
‘mand against sabotage” and that he was maintaining liaison with the Navy. 
‘He got no reply to this, and at the Roberts Commission hearing he testified 
that he the failure of his superiors in Washington to order a 


change a an approval of what be wa di undertood 
‘att wat vl the Ary ido afc wep ot ert oF 
Tin dipoition, General Short the nextday. (November 28) got x menage 
from the Adjutant General in Wasingson warning tat the svaton was 
ta and requiring him to take at once every prtnution gaia suber 
tin ectiiey, within the wpe ofthe rm espnsby, tat all nce 
iy cares beaten i re mary eben, prope) and 
‘quipment against sabotage agit propoganda acting my peronne 
hd guna ll expionage’® “Tha wan seni what be wat dng. The fol 
lowing day, Noveber 9, General Short epic yo the forego 
‘outing a length andi deal al he mestres taken vo prevent borage 
‘mila property and Inwallationy, te, No reply to ths wat ent fom 
Washington andthe General tested that be belived this srey of ter 
te nated ty ohm tha he a ig pecily at i wpe 
‘irs wanted. 

Referring to all tla the Rober Report spk: Thewe meager trom 
Wathingion’-warningssbout atcha on Sam, the raw Penis, Malay 
‘nd perhaps Guam othe Philipines, long withthe oder let against 
fabotage and the failure to reply tor rile the mesures doped 
Shore td fully reported to Washington "didnot create in the minds of 
{he repoosble ofters inthe Hawa area apprehension as to probable ia 
Ininenge ofa rain On the contrary they only served to cope fn 
thei minds the danger fom sabotage so nrprse ubmarine attack. The 
necenlty for aking 4 ateotwar reine which wou have been requ 
to'nver or met ah trend tach wan not contre.” 

‘rom ail isthe folowing perfec clear 

1"That while General Shortand Adora Kime believed there was 
go poy fa ar any athe i of aac on Pe Hor, het 
teil war created in their minds bythe adecer thoy recived from thet 
supers in Washington, habe recy te ae hing. a oe 
strange raion the Roberts Report bol hat Kime! apd Short "ad not 
propery evalate the wriouiet ofthe station I ha fe rv of them, 
fran not equally tre of thelr superiors trom whom they reveal helt 
Information and who were equally certain that there wool! be no attack on 
Hawai The responsibly belas in Washington, which war the wource 
ol the information Kisnnel and Sbort go. 

Gener Sort edered Ale No which mation «vase 
preautonsapune mbotage internal propaganda ad damage to milly 
En goveroment installations onthe bland Osh did thie 18 dayt 
ielore Pearl Harbor. ‘Twice he wired toh speion a complete and de 
te repr win be wa iA ine nthe 1 ay dl ey 

anything nore serious. ‘On the contrary, al ofthe ipa 
2 ila'and ws Ali Kiel iced thes wo ale preston gat 
‘Sbouage and internal dhorders and never once agaist external at 


a Conlon efeving o the allege failure 6¢ Kimmel anid Short fo 


ign Wwasat the moment head over heels in a foreign war, but would 
not admit it to the people. An attack somewhere in Asa, 


‘on Guam or the 
Philippines, would change the situation. That would be an attack on the 
United States. Japan would be making war on us and we, of course, would 


ave to male won Jopen, fu al tte hepponed, be wareed contin 
that aching mun be dome that eo by aap rec ef 


the attack would begin in the Far East and so far as we were concerned, on 

the Philippines or Guam, ‘The postion of our planes, our oops and of our 

‘hips at that moment was in accordance with the plans in Washington. 
"The battle fleet was in Pearl Harbor. “The question has been asked why 


government. 

‘None of this is a matter of surmise. Fortunately the records make it 
all perfectly clear. ‘These mesages imposed upon General Short and Ad- 
‘miral Kimmel repeated injunctions to do nothing, to make no move that 
‘could possibly be construed as the beginning of a hostile action. On Novemn- 
ber 2¢'a menage was sent advising of a pouible attack on the Phill 
(of Guam and that mesuage, according to the Roberts Report “enjoi 
secrecy to prevent complication of the tense existing situation.” On Novem 
ber 27 General Short was informed of the posible end of negotiations in 
‘Washington and the mesage added “that in the event hostilities could not 
be avoided the United States desived that this nation should not commit the 
[frst overt act.” So keen was Washington about this that the message di- 
rected bim “even prior to hostile action, to undertake such reconnaliance 
And other measures as he deemed necessary, but t0 carry them out in such 
way ar not to alarm the civil population or disclose his intent; he was di- 
ected to restrict the information in the mesage tothe minimum of exential 
Officers and to report to the Chief of Staff the measures taken.” Short com 
‘municated this message to Kimmel. Whatever Short did and whatever Kito- 
‘mel di they were to do in such a way that not even their own officer, save 
the inner crcl, would have any wupicon that they wee preparing for Box 
ile operations. 
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“Truman is shameful repetition of «ory which the Robert Report Sue 
disclaims. “The men held innumerable conferences snd exchanged with cach 
ater the several warnings which they recived rom thle depart 
tmenta “The Report bas declared ao that the Army and Navy each had 
fon duty a force of ocers and men completely ulicint to service the No.1 
‘Mert and that they were ht for duty. wo operat the warning 
‘pte all deal yh i the next bee section. 


v 


‘The Defenseless Pacific 


We must now face a very obvious and a very uly fact 1 ie dhat the 
Preaiden bad made up his mind that NOW was the tse for the showdown, 
with Japan, and that he led the country Into that showdown incredibly nr 
Prepared. Whit le even wore, be did aot reve how patty wpe 
pred we were and believed tht he would wipe Japan ut fn a short wa 
Fre micaiculate on his diplomacy snd he misalclated en practically every 
spect and feature ofthe tailtary end naval problems 

‘We mun cp nln heft that thie Pale wat was no oa a quer 
tion of Peart Harbor, but ofthe Philippines at well. The Poiiptne Ie 
lands certainly had no lack of warning ‘The atack tere did max come 
nul many hours ar the attack on Pearl Harbor. ‘The der there wa 
just as great and far more 

ets look atthe faa, the Roberts Report had o adits “Ie erue 
tate an tnd at dt te enroute at's ae 
tly to produce munitions and war supplies there war decency tn the 
Provide ef mater forthe Hovall sta fe aster ‘he Re 
port say: “it was ing the fal 


‘war footing for extended periods of time.” The President had been prest- 
ing deeper and deeper into the wat since June, 1940.” Yet here, a year and a 
hall later, Hawaii had not yet been avdequately ‘with’ means of 
defense. "The Roberts Report records that ‘Short "made numerous 
recommendations to the War and Navy Departments lor additional forces, 
equipment and funds which were deemed hecenary wo eture the defense 
fof the Hawa coastal frontier under any eventuality.” 

‘These requests were ignored. A certain bias in the Roberts Report is 
revealed when it gratuitously undertakes to pass on a matter i did hot i 
‘vestigate, namely that these equests were not complied with because “there 
‘was 2 deficiency in the nation’s eapaciy "because of the “enor: 
‘mous demand on it.” The nation plenty to defend Hawaii and, 
Dethaps, the Philippines, but the supplies were shipped elsewhere. 

Take the case of the Hawaiian signal system, failure to operate which is 
charged against Short. Installation of a permanent aircraft xem 
was the responsibility of the Army. That system was not by the 
time of the attack and the fact is mentioned ia the Report as if this were the 


ilo Sto: had for ge te Report ap een 
F equipment and Sect 
FT fost dlanded and Wich be no greta te ts 


hapran hour and halt wong What good that woul hae done problem 
silat bur might have id muoj'c ap and emny'e thous rer 
Thea ther wav a temporary stem ged up whch a oficer wa erng 
{operate “Thi man, bene ot his inexpelence didnot know how prop 
eriyto evaluate thesgoale he go. 

isda to belleve now that the Presiden, is Secretaries of War and 
Nar col ble at they we aden for war in the 
cfc. But they deatly did’ The President hime was 10 well 
‘ith the situation tha after giving an ulkimatu, he could go off on 
‘acaton to Warm Springs, an! when the blow semed imminent, could 
isolate himelt in hit dy with his telephone ea ofl while he fed 
‘round with his wap clleion, 

“The impresion fd gone ot fom the Adminisation that Japan was 
‘eat to bantrupicyand'wefuly weakened. Even so astute an fauout 
false a Hanon Tawi, Flecing he ipo ie tn 
Washington, wat imprened bythe the great urengt othe Brith 
tstablshments a Sitgepore, Hong Kong an she Dutch Indes and he wat 

mused few weeks ater when be learned the “Allled weakest tn the 

‘Westera Pacific" which be tet down to "ach of adequate alr power and 
sexpower."-On October 10, 1941, Arthur Krock wrote inthe Times that 
"The oficial attade fs that with the Bra tht country Ts in tfclent 
surengih inthe Pace to make ay Japanese trun too expenive for tht 
nation to be 

‘On November 19—thre weeks before Peat! Harbor, he wrote 


ra. Now with our 
‘our ircaft the station bas changed.” ‘An at 
ect inthe Philippe would be the target ange and pow 
{ttl group ofthe bat fying planes It American combander Je 
ie eed by aching he ae cou hwting inne a of 
fulclent strength o drop Bombs on Japan, land in Side, refuel and 
fepeat th enerese int return ep 0 Manila 


“This makes melancholy reading now. Later, on November 2, the New 
York ‘Times reported tat "Il ents come to's liary showdown, the 
United States i prepared, having taken precautionary mesures inthe Far 
Hane tt ha wo ariel Setar oe 
‘who proclaimed loudlyand the beat appeared in the Sunday morning 
nel iat the Novy wa ey. He told « Und Sat 
Senator that in the even of war the United Sats Navy would wipe out the 
Topanene Navy ina few week 
‘On November 2, Mr Hull conveyed to the Army and Navy ciel—the 
Chie ot Stat and the Chit of Naval Operations“ veges wth 
Japan wer atthe breaking point and tat they mn expec war, Nvwhere 
the anewer of the Chet of Sua or the Chief of Naval Operations te 
Mr Hull been reported.” What dd sexe gentlemen ay Te prety well 
ow at igh own as of ar epee foe, 
ach were held bythe Predent and hs cabine waste and Place 
tnd the Navy ically didnot hold this view. What 
Senerat Marshall 4nd Adsl Sark told ie Pride and the Seceary 


‘of State ought to be inguited into and enablihed to determine whether or 
fot thy srl he fh we kway lly he ent We 
ow iat General Armd hay aid tat "Dee. 7 found the Aray with plans 
but no planes” 
iis to discus a any, length the utter un ot 
‘he Philippines Captain Charles Darvel arising nthe Palippines 
few month before the attack, tol the ola there’ “You will understand, 
Tam are, i Tsay iis my blll that a adden determined enemy attack 
would reduce the elecivenessof our present airforce practically to sero." 
‘That is what happened. Colonel Allison nd in his book "Bataan the 
Judgment Seat” hs elogueniy recorded the "pathetic nature” ofthe will 
in aa re he Pine Man He wae of “ur path 
Iie force against the armed might of Japan’ He describes ow dhe com 
tmandng ors were imploring Washington for equipment, planes guns, 
{upplien He tells how planes asved which were wel cae hey che 
tatial para He describes bow one place-Komn Batru—had imacine 
fon emplacements but no machine gunk and bow the Ierally defetelse 
ties there stp improvised seartlighs ald converted what they ad 
Out of nothing. ‘There ever was anything approaching an adequate wipe 
ply of Sigoal Corps equipment. He wiot 
"Two things made wt mad, (1) How much money hasbeen 
priated and bow much we'll have in 1043, (when one oft wl Be 
ound (0 hear abd what men and equipment we're ening to every 
ovntry ner the sun but this one (2) 4 raring imbecile of a congrest 
san ccling the world we should bom Tokio othe map. With wha, 
Broder? 10000 banknote" 


Frasier Hunt, in “MacArthur and the War Against Japan,” says: 

‘The adequate defense of this Inland Sea (in the Philippines) was 
fone of the vital parts of the whole defense plan. But it took proper 
‘equipment, big guns, trained forces, supplies, planes, boats—and plenty 
fof mioney——to put i into being. All these were automatically shut off 
from MacArthur when the great decision was made to throw the full 
weight of America into the European war.” 


‘That decision incredibly enough was made after the President had de- 
cided to force the iste in the Pacific. MacArthur had 60,000 natives in 
the Philippine army, 12.000 Philippine Scouts and 18,000 American regu 
lars, They were armed with antiquated World War I weapons and com: 
pletely lacked the units and equipment of a modern army. 

‘When General Brereton was criticized for his handling of the planes in 
the Philippines, General MacArthur said: "General Brereton bad only « 
token force which, excluding trainers and hopelely obsolete planes, com: 
prised but $0 bombers and 72 fighters.” 

“The airplane equipment of the Philippines was so plefully small as 10 
defy belie. There were 5 pursuit squadrons with 99 P'l0s in’commision, 
Colonel tnd informs us there were 14 P-26s, obsolete and 8 A.27s, but only 
‘to would fy off the ground.” At Clatk Field there were 85 P-17s and 11 
B86 poorly gunned and with very litle armor. Colonel Ind says: "We 
hhad no dive bombers. At best we had a few old A‘7s which might be used 
for this purpose. But repairs and replacements had been practically im- 
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it in one 
strength the Atlantic and Pacific leets would need to be brought 
before undertaking a major campaign in either ocean.” He 
the American navy at full strength in one ocean. He said that to divide the 
fleet and attempt to unite them after hostilities would be pure folly with 
Japan as a potential enemy, for she took full advantage of a similar mistake 
by Russia 


i 


Having done that, he to “baby” Japan for three months and then 
ptf lpenrod sper eo Sis 
went off on a vacation. 

Thus we see that every shred of the thesis upon which Kimmel and 
Short have been indicted and damned without a hearing or a trial or even 
the right to make a statement is swept away. The assumption that we were 
i pace, everybody knows now wo Be fale. The asamption that we were 
sceking (o establish peace in the Pacific, offering Japan everything she could 

ish inthe midst of which efforts we sullered a “surprise” attack—a stab in 
the back—is a pure invention and everybody knows it. ‘The assumption that 
Kimmel and Short were adequately warned of a surprise attack on Hawaii 
is shown to be completely false, since none of the men who warned them, 
from the President dowh, believed there would be such an attack. And 
finally, the assumption that our misfortunes in the Pacific were the result 
of Kimmel’s and Short’ failure to obey orders is equally a fraud since they 
not only did not disobey orders but complied explicitly with the require: 
ments of the government in Washington and were bound hand and foot 
from any effective action by the precautions imposed on them by the Presi- 
dent himself in pursuance of his political policy, Finally, the true source 
‘of all the disasters in the Pacific—the crippling of the fleet at Pearl Harbor, 
the loss of 8,000 men in a morning, the shocking disaster in the Philippines 
and the long, agonized sufferings of our defenseless army on Bataan and 
with the subsequent conquests of the whole Southwest Pacific 
by the Japanese—are to be traced to the blundering diplomacy and the 
equally blundering military policy of the President in the East. And not 
the least disgraceful feature of this episode is the manner in which two high 
‘commanding officers of the United States army and navy have been crucified 
in order to shield the guilt of the President. 


‘Pass this pamphlet fo another reader. Better stl, order another or many others 
fend vend them to friends. Single copies may be purchased for 25 cents. In 
larger quantities they may be ordered at the following rates. Postpald anywhere. 
6 for $1.00 100 for $10.00 
15 for 2.00 1000 for 80.00 


‘Send crders with cash or check or money order te 
JOHN T. FLYNN. 
15 Rast 40th Strvet, New York City 


